
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5490

As of February 11, 2013

Title:  An act relating to veterans' assistance levies.

Brief Description:  Concerning veterans' assistance levies.

Sponsors:  Senators Roach, Rolfes, Benton, Shin, Hasegawa, Braun, Rivers, Hobbs, Ranker, 
Conway and Chase.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Governmental Operations:  2/11/13.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

Staff:  Samuel Brown (786-7470)

Background:  The legislative authority in each county must levy a property tax against the 
taxable property of the county in a sum equal to the amount that would be raised by between 
$0.01125 - $0.27 per $1,000.00 of assessed value.  This property tax must be levied and 
collected for the purpose of creating a veterans' assistance fund.  Expenditures from the 
veterans' assistance fund and interest earned on the balance of the fund may only be used for 
the following purposes:

�
�

�

the veterans' assistance programs;
the burial or cremation of a deceased indigent veteran or a deceased family member 
of an indigent veteran; or
the direct and indirect costs incurred in the administration of the fund.

The sum of property tax rates is limited by the state constitution to a maximum of 1 percent 
of true and fair value, or $10.00 per $1,000.00 of assessed value.  The constitution provides a 
procedure for voter approval for tax rates that exceed the 1 percent limit, which are called 
excess levies.  Excess levies require not only voter approval, but most also require a 60 
percent supermajority approval.  Taxes imposed under the 1 percent constitutional limit are 
called regular taxes, and do not require voter approval.

The veterans' assistance levy is subject to the statutory provisions that are included with the 
aggregate note limit of $5.90 per $1,000.00 of assessed value.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary of Bill:  The veterans' assistance levy is removed from the county levy and made 
to be a stand-alone levy.  The levy is removed from the aggregate note limit of $5.90 per 
$1,000.00 of assessed value, but remains subject to the $10.00 constitutional limit.  The levy 
is subject to prorationing at the same time that the county general levy is subject to 
prorationing.

The act applies to taxes levied for collection beginning in 2014.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed, except 
sections 3 and 5, which take effect January 1, 2018.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  The Veterans' Board was affected by both the 
cap and the law which reduced the surplus below the placement level in the statute.  The 
veteran population is increasing and affected by suicide, murder, divorce, and dysfunctional 
children in schools.  This comes at a time when veterans are affected by a massive Veterans' 
Administration backlog.  There is increased veteran homelessness.  Most counties assess the 
minimum levy amount, a few are assessing slightly more.  There is a huge disincentive to 
assist veterans, because if you do so, you are taking a bite out of elections, deputies, and the 
health department.  It would be very helpful to move this out of the county general levy.  
Counties support this bill because it provides additional flexibility to raise more revenue and 
take care of veterans.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Roth Hafer, Kitsap County Veterans' Board; Angie Homola, 
citizen; Josh Weiss, WA State Assn. of Counties.
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